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I hive a little book that I hone to 
publish sometime about birds In 
it I have devoted the space to evi¬ 
dences of intelligence In birds & 
phase of the subject which has been 
wonderfully neglected. I have a 
indefinite feeling that birds are the 
wisest of all animals and the most 
accomplished. They have even learn 
ed to speak human language and that 
is something that no other animal 
ever done with the single excep¬ 
tion of the donkey that Balaam 
heard. The bird is the oldest land 
animal. At first four footed like the 
most of the reptiles they developed 
their front feet into wings and were 
soon able to escape their enemies in 
the air. Nothing else in the way of 
land animals has been able to do this 
Ihey have many fine traits and they 
are much loved and cherished by 
men. I sometimes wonder If they 

are not too near humans to be eaten 
as food. ' 
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one of the most remarkable i nr i 
dents of Intelligence and devotion 1 

their human cousins Is the tradition 
about the Cackley pigeons 

thing over a hundred ‘years ago a L 
citizen named William Cackley, a ion > 
of the pioneer Valentine Cackley. a 
1 i n ecJ on the farm now owned and - 
operated by Frel W Ruckman, at . 
Marvin Chapel, on the Seneca Trai. j 
eight miles below Marlinton at the < 
Stephen Sewell run. His wife was I ' 
Jennie Gay, a daughter of Robert 
Gay, who lived just above Marlinton t 
on the river, William Cackiey kepi 
a store at that place. He decided to t 
move to Huntersville. This must o 
have been just about the time that p 
Huntersville had begun to boom by n 
reason of being the county seat of the r 


new county of Pocahontas. He did g 

not go into the town but settled on lot 

Cummings Creek in sight of the/ai 

court house. At Marvin Mrs. Cack 

ley had a flock, of pigeons. When J 

to move she decided that / chi 
worth while to wove the # Ou. 
were h J rd to v+tvh f v 

Andrhev 1 f 


M 
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thinking on their part. I \Ve^t 

The distance from Marvin to Hun lUechi^ 
tersville by way of Marlins Bottom la 1 pov.zi< 
fourteen miles. The family moved 1 their 
one day and the next morning at a I 
daybreak when the family woke anolof (j< 
looked out, every pigeon was seen on (Java 


an oak tree near the house. They I 860 
had followed the family. army 

This William Cackley was a vjry throi 
prominent man in the history of the I La 
county. He was a captain in the at le 
war of 1812. Served several terms last 
in the legislature. He was sheriff of anot 


the county, But he later moved to 
Illinois and while he had a large 
number of children not many of his 
descendants live in this county. His 
daughter Leah married John Hcg- 
sett and lived on Elk. 

I got a letter the other day from 
my friend, Charles B. Johnson, the 
distinguished lawyer of Harrison 
county. He had caught the name 
Cackley in some of these romances, 
and he identifies himself with them 
having been descended from a broth¬ 
er of Valentine Cackley. He has 
accumulated a great many details of 
the family. He writes me that 
Cackleys of a hundred and ftj to 
two hundred years a«o were much 
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road as so many Insist that he wa* * 
about here in the entitle* or nineties 1 
I cannot be absolutely sure, but 1 
think 1 remember him being at my ' 
Uncle Andy McLaughlin’s on the 
Huntersville road somewhere about 
1890. I base this on the numerous 
reports that he showed up In this 
part of West Virginia, and on the 
strength ef my identification of a 
photograph of the days of his prime. 
If I recollect aright he was a huge 
young fellow lumbering along with a 
still hugher Englishman. 

Here are some of the details of his 
American experience printed after he 
became England’s right hand man in 
the great war. Geddes is Scotch and 
was born in India in 1872. In 1889 
he came to America and landed in 
New York. He traveled in the 
steerage. He left home against his 
father’s wishes and when he left his 
father gave him a check for fifteen 
pounds to be used when he got home 
sick for a passage home from New 
Yo k. His first job was in New 
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5 ago a 
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nan, at 
a Trail 
at the 
dfe was 
Robert 
irlinton 
}y kept 
dded to 


rango for a year, and then went 

India. 

It was in India that lie got his 
chance He found that some lighth 
constructed railway was to be built 
in the woods You know about how 
it would appeal to the trained enU , 
eers of England. Tiiey would buiicl 
for all time with rod and rule and 
blue print. Geddas in America hac 
Earned to build woods road without 
che aid of expert engineers and he 
laid it down In a hurry and from the 
beginning he rose rapidly, and at the 
outbreak of the war he was general 
manager of the North Eastern, one 
of the richest roads in England. 

The lumber road in these moun 
tains is still fearfully and wonderfully 
made. The boss will walk aheac 
with a staff in his hand and indicate 
as he goes along without aD instru 
ment where the road is to be anr 
where the bridges are to be made 
and the construction gang follows 
and evens up and builds long crib 
for the bridges and the railroed fol 
lows. On this heavy engines and 
trains are used for years. 

When the necessity arose for quick 
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great, men oi me worm, when he 
could nob get rails and rolling bloc*, 
fast enough lie would tear it up li 
England and lay it down in France 
West Virginia people often dhcissid 
Ceddes but they were somewhat 
puzzled just were to place him ir 
their recollection. 

A few words about the expediiioi 
of (Jol. Wesley Owens of Eigth O il* 
Cavalry, to Huntersville, in Junt 
1865 This is positively the last 
army of the Civil War that marcher 
through this county on either side 
I have given the last appearance ti 
at least two other commands in tin 
last year of the war, and then dug up 
another and yet another from tin 
records of the War of the Rebellion 

as it is officially named 

May 28th. 1865, the war well over 

the Ohio regimeut was at Clarksburg 

The headnuarters of the West V ir 
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la state guards, 


" j ( >r West Virgin- 
eIliclent company of «o7,l 1 f,*‘* m ‘ 

detect fully as much ser„7ce to X 
Union as any body of 1 

It has always seemed a pltv to°T. 
that the federal government did not 

wa C r gn n,.v emaS fl « hters . after the 
war ' II , iB I were not like the home 
guards of distant states. They were 

)□ the firing lines. At that time, i; 

^as a toss up with young men whetk 

er they would j jin the regulars or 

the state troops. I have known ol 

young men who rode side by side » 

hundred miles to volunteer, and who 

discussed the merits of the respective 

services as they rode along, and one 

joined up with the regular army and 

ras drawn remuneration ever since 

The state troops were not rewarded 

Captain I. W. Allen was a tal 

broad shouldered man with an eagle 

eye and hooked nose, and Ire had the 

espect of the soldiers who served 

under him because he was cool am 

- *. __ a 1. » ...«%*• 11 n rot i 
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oroad shouldered man with an eagle 
eye and hooked nose, and he had the 
espect of the soldiers who served 
under him because he was cool and 
courageous. After the war he retired 
to a small farm on Clover Creek 
mountain which he worked himself 
with no more help than Ids sons gave 
him as they grew old enough to farm 
it was the kind of farm where most 
of the corn was ra sed with a hoe and 
ousked and carried into the crib. I 
taught my first school in h*s sub 
iistrict. It seems to me that he was 

one of the trustees. 

I would go over to his house to 
3 pend the the night. I slept on one 
feather bed and under another. AVe 
bad bear meat for supper. lie was 
ike a good many other soldiers, very 
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| 'Y t,J no more help that, i'.uT' . 

It was H,« t,,!®, i i enou Kh to farm 
lor the Orn w " ' flrm w liere mo9l 

, 1 , -Irt • 7 ra sed wiUl » hoe and 

tanohr ar >d carried into the crib. 1 

hstrlct i y r St Scll0cl ln h's sub 
f 1 ™ ** seems to me that he wa- 

one or the trustees. 

I would go over to his house to 
spend the the night. I slept on on* 
feather bed and under another. We 
uad bear meat for supper. He was 
ike a good many other soldiers, very 

dern and solemn. He would talk a 
s r ood dekl anoiIt the war. 

I remember one time I was \n 
Charleston in a room in the hotel all 

fluttered up with statesmen and 

)ther prominent West Virginians 
who were engaged in the national 
u r ame of holding hands. The old 
'^aptian was down there at the same 
time looking after some legislation 
tie was a very striking eximp’e of 
ne mountaineer with his bold and 

interrifted Innir i»io h^ui/ his 
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glanced up and said: “Here’s o 
Man Remorse!'’ 

Id the above paragraph L do n 

i i _ i « , . 
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the word unbeliever in a bi 


sense. I mean those who pay to s 
what his opponent hoi^s in the ws 
of a hand. After giving up the hur 
for Itxtra Billy Smith, Owens mad 
ois headquarters at Huntersville 
He reported that two families onl 
lived there A month before no on 
dved at that plac3. This countv wa 
s > overrun with armies during th 
civil war, 11 at not a soul lived at tin 
:ounfy seat for several years. I third 

iw.h* reoord of desol atioi 

tV ! C i v War for the whole Soutl 

villp rr>fu *’ es > me c ® of tlle Hunters 

ground *fo 16 * las been my 
L hivu ° r more than four months. 

tiumblin r S ^ n Kna PP s Creek come 

g down between th 3 winter 





ice t< 
n ttu 
ig up 
tht 
sllior 

over. 

burg 

Vir 

and 

rnor 

is in 

and 

liori 



■t of 
and 

18 
i on 
toll- 

At 

cent 

con 

vant 


tu my time, uaptaih Anson Hatfield 
of the confederate service. Cnpiat, 
Al’ea wus looking for me and when 
he came to the right room he opene I 
ihe door and holding It part open 
peered around at the unbelievers it 
was a striking sight. Senator Kidd 
glanced up and said: “Here’s Old 
Man Remorse! ’ 

Id the above paragraph I do not 
use the word unbeliever in a bad 
sense. I mean those who pay to S'e 
what his opponent holds in the way 
of a hand. After giving up the hunt 
for Bxtra Billy Smith, Owens made 
nis headquarters at Huntersville 
Be reported that two families only 
ivtcl there a month before no one 
ivtd at that placi. This county was 
s» overrun with armies during the 
civil war, tl at not a soul lived at the 
munty seat for several years I think 

for record of desolation 

I. ^J v ^ ar f° r the whole South 
v11 !p* ed ^ es me eff of the Hunters 

ground a( fn 1& lias been my sbiampinfir 
L ini,,, ^ 0r more than four months. 

t>umblirij- SB ^ n Kna PP s Creek come 
k down between tin winter I 
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killed hills in alt Its noocds. I i a*e 

found many wonctsrful * D d ^e* 
fossils of prehistoric life eng-a ! 
the solid rocs. And I have tr 
the driving storms that s we- 
narrow valley and. caused tr.e »' 
l howl and falter from their force. 

* That country is fall of relics : 
sea that Las been pushed back s '»r 
that few mountain people ee* 

it. To be able to gatl e* r* 
within a few minutes of xv 
s proved a never fa Hi . t 
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